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NEWARK AND SHERWOOD DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Trustee Board of the Gilstrap and William Edward Knight 
Charities held in the Civic Suite, Castle House, Great North Road, Newark NG24 1BY on 
Tuesday, 24 June 2025 at 6.00 pm. 
 

PRESENT:  Councillor S Haynes, Councillor I Brown and Councillor P Taylor 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Councillor R Cozens, Councillor S Crosby, Councillor D Moore and 
Councillor N Ross 
 

APOLOGIES FOR 
ABSENCE: 

Councillor A Amer (Chair) and Councillor J Kellas 

 

1 ELECTION OF CHAIR FOR THE MEETING 
 

 Due to the apology for absence of the Board Chair, Members were asked to nominate 
a Chair for this meeting. 
 
AGREED (unanimously) that Councillor P Taylor be appointed Chair for this meeting 

only. 
 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 
 

 The Clerk to the Trustees advised the Board regarding conflicts of interests and 
advised Members that Agenda Items 8 and 9 on the agenda both related to 
transactions with Newark Town Council.  The Clerk’s advice was for voting Members 
who were also Town Councillors to refrain from voting on Agenda Item 8 – Application 
for Grant Funding – Newark Cultural Consortium, as the applicant was Newark Town 
Council. 
 
The Chair proposed and Councillor S Haynes seconded a motion to allow a non-voting 
Member, Councillor R Cozens to vote on Agenda Item No. 8 – Application for Grant 
Funding – Newark Cultural Consortium, as the Board felt that the application had 
been submitted some months previous and a decision was needed. 
 
AGREED: (unanimously) that Councillor R Cozens be allowed as a non-voting 

Member to vote on Agenda Item No. 8 – Application for Grant Funding – 
Newark Cultural Consortium. 

 
NOTED: that: 
 

a) Councillor R Cozens, non-voting Member – declared a non-
registrable interest regarding Agenda No. 7 – Application for Grant 
Funding – Friends of Newark Castle and  Victorian Gardens as she 
was the Portfolio Holder for Heritage, Culture and the Arts; 

 
b) the following voting Members declared non-registrable interests 

regarding Agenda No. 8 – Application for Grant Funding – Newark 
Cultural Consortium, as elected Members of Newark Town Council. 
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Councillor I Brown  
Councillor P Taylor 

 
c) the following non-voting Members declared an interest in Agenda 

Item No. 8 - Application for Grant Funding – Newark Cultural 
Consortium, as elected Members of Newark Town Council. 
 
Councillor S Crosby 
Councillor D Moore 
Councillor N Ross 

 
3 DECLARATION OF INTENTION TO RECORD THE MEETING 

 
 The Chair advised the Board that the meeting was being recorded and streamed 

online in accordance with usual practice. 
 

4 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 27 FEBRUARY 2024 
 

 Minute No. 52 – Application for Grant Funding – The Free Football Club – A Member 
felt that the wording was not accurate, as the application was not declined, Members 
requested that the applicant submit further information in support of the application. 
 
The Clerk to the Trustees, informed the Board that the applicant was approached for 
further information, but no further information was forwarded to the Council. 
 
AGREED that subject to the amendment removing the wording “that the 

application be declined”, the minutes of the meeting held on 27 February 
2024 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

 
5 TRUST ACCOUNTS FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024 

 
 The Board considered the report of the Assistant Business Manager Financial Services 

which presented to the Trustees the financial accounts for the W.E. Knight Trust and 
the Gilstrap Endowment Fund for the financial year ended 31 March 2024. 
 
The financial performance figures for W.E. Knight were provided in the report.  As per 
previous reports W.E. Knight had allocated the majority of its fund to the Newark 
R&M Cricket Club in respect of their Ground Development Project. Therefore, the 
charity currently only had a minimum balance remaining. 
 
The Gilstrap charity received an annual income of £43,000 from leasing the Gilstrap 
building in Newark. As of 31 March 2024, the charity held a bank balance of £311,307 
and investments valued at £145,277. This resulted in a total of £456,584 available for 
allocation, with no current commitments to future projects or grant funding. 
 
It was a fnction of the Board to receive the annual accounts of the charities.  The W.E. 
Knight Charity would be closed; a report would be brought to a future Board Meeting. 
 

AGREED (unanimously) that the financial accounts for the year ended 31 March 
2024 be noted. 
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6 APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDING - FRIENDS OF NEWARK CASTLE & VICTORIAN 
GARDENS 
 

 The Committee considered an application for grant funding from the Friends of 
Newark Castle & Victorian Gardens, for a project to support the promotion of 
education and understanding of one of Newark’s most significant historic buildings 
and to tie together the historic landscape of the town.  An amount of £50,000 was 
sought and information on the project was included in the report.  
 
Members whilst considering the application did not disagree that this was not a good 
project, they however felt that there was not enough detailed information to satisfy 
them that this was good value for money. They asked for the associated costs and 
what element the Board were being asked to fund.  They also asked that the Friends 
of Newark Castle & Victorian Gardens be invited to the future Board meeting to 
present their application.    It was therefore proposed that the application be deferred 
pending further information and a meeting be arranged no later than September 
2025. 
 
A Member asked that the statement of income of £98,000 be removed from the 
application as it appeared mis-leading.  The Clerk to the Trustees confirmed that this 
could not be removed from the application but would be noted in the minutes. 
 
AGREED (unanimously) that: 
 

a) a meeting of the Board be arranged no later than September 2025; 
 

b) the application for funding of £50,000 be deferred in order for 
detailed information regarding how the funding would be spent to 
be submitted to a future Board meeting; and  

 
c) the Friends of Newark Castle & Victorian Gardens be invited to the 

future Board meeting to present their application. 
 

7 APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDING - NEWARK CULTURAL CONSORTIUM 
 

 The Committee considered an application for grant funding from the Newark Cultural 
Consortium, for a project to promote education and understanding of historic 
buildings and Newark’s history which would benefit Newark’s Community.  An 
amount of £10,000 was sought and information on the project was included in the 
report.  
 
Councillor R Cozens as non-voting Member was given permission by the Board 
Members as detailed in Minute No. 2 above, to vote on this application. 
 
Having declared non-registrable interests Councillors I Brown and P Taylor did not 
take part in the debate or vote.   
 
Members felt that the application was in line with the criteria to reflect the Gilstrap 
Charity’s purpose and objectives.  
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AGREED (with 2 votes for) that the application for funding of £10,000 be granted to 
the Newark Cultural Consortium. 

 
8 LAND OFF CEDAR AVENUE LINCOLN ROAD - VERBAL REPORT 

 
 The Committee considered a verbal update on progress with the land off Cedar 

Avenue/Lincoln Road Newark and potential disposal to Newark Town Council. The 
Clerk explained that this was a long ongoing matter. For transparency an update was 
being provided as matters had not progressed sufficiently to bring a report moving 
things forward. 
 
The Commission had two main issues it needed to satisfy itself on. The first was 
around managing conflicts of interest; the external advice received was that Town 
Councillors should declare an interest and refrain from voting on this matter going 
forward.  
 
The second was how the Council as Trustee would further the objects of the charity 
going forward, for example by investing the proceeds of sale for income generation.  
 
The Clerk was working with external advisors to answer all the Commission’s 
questions and would bring a report to the next meeting of the Board.  
 
The Clerk advised that with the Board’s current makeup there would be only two 
voting members for any decision on this matter. As with the earlier item on the 
agenda, the Board could resolve to give non-voting Members a vote for the meeting. 
Another alternative was to look at appointing some independent Board Members. 
 

9 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

 AGREED that the next meeting take place no later than September 2025. 
 

 
Meeting closed at 6.50 pm. 
 
 
 
Chairman 
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Report to: Meeting of the Trustees of the Gilstrap and WE Knight Charities:  
 9 March 2026  
 

Clerk to the Trustees: To be confirmed 
 

Lead Officer: Francesca Whyley – Monitoring officer 
 

Report Summary 

Report Title Appointment of Clerk and Deputy 

Purpose of Report 
To seek approval of the appointment of the Clerk and Deputy 
Clerk to the Board of Trustees of the Gilstrap Charity and WE 
Knight Trust 

Recommendations 

That the Trust approve: 
 

a) The appointment of the Monitoring Officer as Clerk to the 
Board of Trustees to the Gilstrap Charity and WE Knight 
Trust  

b) The appointment of the Deputy Monitoring Officer as 
Deputy Clerk to the Board of Trustees to the Gilstrap 
Charity and WE Knight Trust  

Reason for 
Recommendations 

To ensure effective administration of the Gilstrap Charity and WE 
Knight Trust (the Trust) Board meetings and to ensure good 
governance. 

 

1.0 Background 
 

1.1 The Board of Trustees of the Trust have authority to make operational and 
strategic decisions relating to the Gilstrap and WE Knight Charities. As part of this 
decision making, and in order to support administration and good governance at 
meetings of the Board a clerk has historically been appointed. The clerk has 
administered meetings as well as filtering grant funding applications and 
requesting more information to ensure applications align with the aims of the 
Chairty. 
 

1.2 Until October 2025, the clerk role was filled by the Monitoring Officer of Newark 
and Sherwood District Council. The postholder left the organisation in October 
2025 and since then there has been no formally appointed clerk and the position 
remained vacant. The previously planned meeting of the Trust in October was 
postponed. 
 

1.3 Newark and Sherwood District Council appointed a new Monitoring officer from 
21st October 2025. This resource is a shared resource with Gedling Borough Council 
and the Monitoring Officer allocates two days a week to Newark and Sherwood 
District Council. In order to ensure the Trust are not impacted by this change in 

Agenda Page 8

Agenda Item 6



arrangements, adequate cover for the clerk role is required. 
 

2.0 Proposal /Options Considered 
 

2.1 It is proposed that the vacant clerk role is filled by the Monitoring Officer who will 
retain oversight of the role but that a Deputy Clerk is also appointed to ensure 
adequate cover for meetings. The Deputy role would be filled by one of the Deputy 
Monitoring Officers Bryony Norman. This will ensure all meetings are administrated 
effectively going forward. 

  
3.0 Implications 

In writing this report and in putting forward recommendations, officers have 
considered the following implications: Data Protection; Digital & Cyber Security; 
Equality & Diversity; Financial; Human Resources; Human Rights; Legal; 
Safeguarding & Sustainability and where appropriate they have made reference to 
these implications and added suitable expert comment where appropriate.  

 
  

Implications Considered 
Yes – relevant and included / NA – not applicable 

Financial NA Equality & Diversity NA 

Human Resources x Human Rights NA 

Legal x Data Protection NA 

Digital & Cyber Security NA Safeguarding NA 

Sustainability NA Crime & Disorder NA 

LGR NA Tenant Consultation NA 
 

 

 Financial implications 
 

3.1 There are no direct implications arising from this report. The Clerk duties would 
form part of the Monitoring officer and Deputy roles and do not result in additional 
budgetary requirements. 
 

 Legal Implications 
 

3.2 Newark and Sherwood District Council is the Trustee of the Gilstrap and W. E 
Knight Charities and the Council, in its constitution has determined that its role as 
Trustee should be discharged by the Trustee Board. It is appropriate, in order to 
support the governance of the Charities and meetings of the Trust that appropriate 
governance support is put in place through the appointment of the Clerk. 
  

Background Papers and Published Documents 
Except for previously published documents, which will be available elsewhere, the 
documents listed here will be available for inspection in accordance with Section 100D of 
the Local Government Act 1972.  
 
None 
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Report to: Meeting of the Trustees of the Gilstrap and WE Knight Charities,  
 9 March 2026 
 

Clerk to the Trustees: To be confirmed 
 

Lead Officer: Helen Brandham, Democratic Services Officer 
 

Report Summary 

Report Title 
Application for Grant Funding – Friends of Newark Castle & 
Victorian Gardens 

Purpose of Report 

For the Trustees to consider the application made to the Gilstrap 
Charity for grant funding to support the promotion of education 
and understanding of one of Newark’s most significant historic 
buildings and to tie together the historic landscape of the town. 

Recommendations 
That the Board of Trustees consider and determine the 
application received from the Friends of Newark Castle & 
Victorian Gardens. 

 

1.0 Background  
 

1.1 Members will recall that at the previous meeting of the Trustees of the Gilstrap 
Charity held on 24 June 2025, this application was presented for consideration.  The 
previous report and supporting appendices are attached as Appendix One. 
 

1.2 At that time, Members felt that there was insufficient detailed information to satisfy 
them that the funding was good value for money and therefore deferred the 
application in order for additional information on how the funding would be spent to 
be submitted to a future Board meeting. 

 
1.3 Members also requested that an invitation be extended to the applicant to attend the 

meeting to present their application. 
 
2.0 Proposal/Options Considered 

 
2.1 The applicant was requested to provide the required additional information, and this 

is attached as Appendix Two  to this report.   
 
3.0 Implications 

In writing this report and in putting forward recommendations, officers have 
considered the following implications: Data Protection; Digital & Cyber Security; 
Equality & Diversity; Financial; Human Resources; Human Rights; Legal; Safeguarding 
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& Sustainability and where appropriate they have made reference to these 
implications and added suitable expert comment where appropriate.  
 

3.1 Financial Implications 
 
 Currently, £475,808 is available to support future projects or grant applications. If 

the above application for £50,000 is approved, the remaining balance will be 
reduced to £425,808. 

  
3.2 Legal Implications 
 

 The Board is the appropriate body to consider the content of this report; it acts as 

Trustee to the Charity on behalf of the Council and its remit includes making 

operational decisions. It is for the Board to be satisfied that the application meets 

the criteria for award of funding and whether awarding the grant is in the best 

interests of the Charity considering its objectives (‘The object of the charity is the 

general benefit of the inhabitants of [Newark] in such charitable ways for the public 

benefit as the Trustee thinks fit’).  

The Board must act in the best interests of the Charity as distinct from the best 

interests of Newark & Sherwood District Council or any other body when making 

decisions.  

 
Background Papers and Published Documents 
Except for previously published documents, which will be available elsewhere, the 
documents listed here will be available for inspection in accordance with Section 100D of 
the Local Government Act 1972.  
 
None 
 

Agenda Page 11



 
 
 
 
 

 

Report to: Meeting of the Trustees of the Gilstrap & WE Knight Charities – 24 
June 2025  

 

Clerk to the Trustees: Sue Bearman, Assistant Director – Legal & Democratic Services 
 

Lead Officer: Helen Brandham, Democratic Services Officer 
 

Report Summary 

Report Title 
Application for Grant Funding – Friends of Newark Castle & 
Victorian Gardens 

Purpose of Report 

For the Trustees to consider the application made to the Gilstrap 
Charity for grant funding to support the promotion of education 
and understanding of one of Newark’s most significant historic 
buildings and to tie together the historic landscape of the town.  

Recommendations 
That the Board of Trustees consider and determine the 
application received from the Friends of Newark Castle & 
Victorian Gardens. 

 

1.0 Background  
 
1.1 In 2017, the Trustee Board refreshed and approved a funding criteria for grant aid 

support from the Gilstrap Charity.  The Charity’s Scheme has been amended a 
number of times in recent years, firstly when Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) 
built a library in Newark (thereby obviating the need for the original use of the 
Gilstrap Building as a library) and secondly when the Gilstrap building had been 
leased to NCC for use as the Registrar’s office.  However, whilst the objectives have 
been reviewed over the years, the original concept has been reaffirmed with 
emphasis on education and promoting knowledge of the history of Newark. 

 
1.2 The current approved criteria is as follows: 
 

2.1.1 Preference will be given to funding applications which promote education 
and understanding of historic buildings within Newark and the history of 
Newark generally to reflect the original Trust purposes. 

2.1.2 Funding applications will be required to demonstrate a direct benefit to the 
community of Newark or a section/s of that community (eg projects involving 
local schools). 

2.1.3 Applicants will be required to provide full details of any match funding or 
third-party funding. 

 
1.3 It should be noted that the area of benefit for the Charity, whilst previously defined 

as the area of the former borough of Newark, was amended when the Scheme was 
last reviewed in 2013 to cover the parish of Newark.  
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1.4 A copy of the background information that is included on the Charity’s website 

concerning how potential grant applications will be considered is attached to this 
report as Appendix A.  Applicants are requested to complete a pro-forma application 
form that gives full details of their project, its objectives, budget and other funding 
secured.  

 
2.0 Application Received 
 
2.1 An application has been received from Sharon Morley on behalf of the Friends of 

Newark Castle & Victorian Gardens.  The project is to support the promotion of 
education and understanding of one of Newark’s most significant historic buildings 
and to tie together the historic landscape of the town.  Further details of the project 
are detailed in the written application which is attached as Appendix B to the report. 

 
2.2 The application notes that a grant in the region of £50,000.00 is being sought to 

provide a significant contribution to the interpretation in the ground floor room of 
the Northwest Tower.  Information of funding applications to other third-parties are 
detailed within the application. 

 
3.0 Implications 

In writing this report and in putting forward recommendations, officers have 
considered the following implications: Data Protection; Digital & Cyber Security; 
Equality & Diversity; Financial; Human Resources; Human Rights; Legal; Safeguarding 
& Sustainability and where appropriate they have made reference to these 
implications and added suitable expert comment where appropriate.  
 

3.1 Financial Implications 
 
 Currently, £456,584 is available to support future projects or grant applications. If 

the above application for £50,000 is approved, the remaining balance will be 
reduced to £406,584. 

 
Additionally, there is another grant application on the agenda requesting £10,000. 
Should both applications be approved, the total available funding will decrease to 
£396,584. 

 
3.2 Legal Implications (LEG2526/1718) 

 The Board is the appropriate body to consider the content of this report; it acts as 

Trustee to the Charity on behalf of the Council and its remit includes making 

operational decisions. It is for the Board to be satisfied that the application meets 

the criteria for award of funding and whether awarding the grant is in the best 

interests of the Charity considering its objectives (‘The object of the charity is the 

general benefit of the inhabitants of [Newark] in such charitable ways for the public 

benefit as the Trustee thinks fit’).  
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The Board must act in the best interests of the Charity as distinct from the best 

interests of Newark & Sherwood District Council or any other body when making 

decisions.  

 Friends of Newark Castle and Victorian Gardens is a charity registered with the 

Charity Commission (Charity Number 1198387). If approved, the grant monies will be 

paid to the charity, which is a separate legal entity to the Council. The Board should 

be mindful however of the close working partnership between the charity and 

Newark & Sherwood District Council, which manages Newark Castle and must be 

satisfied that any perceived conflict of interest is properly managed. This might be 

achieved by transparent recording of the position in the meeting minutes, including 

whether there are any personal interests that require declaration (and consideration 

of whether to leave the room during this item of business). 

It would not be appropriate to refuse the application due to risk of conflict; rather 

the matter would need to be deferred to consider further options for management 

of any potential conflict. 

  

 
Background Papers and Published Documents 
Except for previously published documents, which will be available elsewhere, the 
documents listed here will be available for inspection in accordance with Section 100D of 
the Local Government Act 1972.  
 
None 
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APPENDIX A 

APPLICATION FOR GRANT AID SUPPORT - GILSTRAP CHARITY 
 
Background Information 
 
Newark & Sherwood District Council is the Sole Trustee of the Gilstrap Charity.  It has established a 
Trustee Board comprising 5 elected members of the Council, one of whom must be a local 
member for the area of benefit of the Charity, to manage the Charity on its behalf. 
 
The Charity has established a funding pot with the express purpose of inviting funding applications 
for projects, events and initiatives which reflect the Charity’s purposes and objectives. 
 
Any application for funding must demonstrate benefit to the inhabitants of Newark. 
 
The Trustees have indicated that they are more likely to view applications favourably where they 
meet some or all of the following criteria:- 
 
(i) Applications which will promote education and understanding of historic buildings and the 

history of Newark generally. 
(ii) Applications which can demonstrate a benefit to the community of Newark or a section or 

sections of that community. 
(iii) Applications where match funding has already been obtained or is likely to be committed. 
(iv) Applications which can demonstrate sustainable benefits. 
 
Applications for grant funding will be considered annually with a decision being made no later 
than the end of April in each year at a meeting of the Trustee Board.  Applications must be 
received no later than 31 January in the relevant year in order to go forward for consideration. 
 
Application Process 
 
Completed application forms should be returned to: 
 

The Clerk to the Gilstrap Charity 
Castle House 
Great North Road 
Newark 
Notts. NG24 1BY 

 
The application will be assessed annually in March at a meeting of the Trustee Board. 
 
You will be contacted if further information is needed, but are advised to include as much 
information as possible within the grant application. 
 
You will be advised of the outcome following the Panel meeting. 
 
Grants will not be awarded retrospectively. 
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APPENDIX A 

Conditions of Grant 
 
1. Approval must be sought for any changes to the submitted project outline. 
2. If any grant awarded is surplus to requirements this should be returned to the Charity. 
3. If funding is awarded the applicant will be required to provide progress reports to the 

Trustees and a post event/project evaluation report. 
4. The applicant will ensure that all necessary licences and consents are obtained. 
5. The grant must be spent within 12 months of being awarded. 
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Who are we? 

The Friends of Newark Castle and Victorian Gardens are a group of volunteers who 

work to promote and raise money for the 12th Century castle for future generations. 

We have been established for more than 20 years and meet regularly. We are a 

registered charity (charity number 1198387). 

 

In the past, we have helped at events, organised fundraising, created exhibitions 

(John Mountney, Knights Templar, and Lady Manners displays) and bought 

educational tools for castle tours. Our latest project is to support Newark and 

Sherwood District Council with its exciting and ambitious Castle Gatehouse Project. 

We have already held castle open days and a talk to raise money for the project and 

other events are in the pipeline. 

 

 

Castle Gatehouse Project 

 

Newark Castle and Gardens are a well-loved 

and much-used significant historic site. Its 

Romanesque gatehouse is considered one of 

the finest examples in the country. Indeed, it 

was one of the first entries to be added to the 

national Schedule of Ancient Monuments when 

it was established. 

The project establishes Newark Castle and 

Gardens at the heart of the town, creating an 

important new heritage venue which makes 

Newark a better place to live, work and visit.  
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The project centres around capital works to reinstate the Romanesque gatehouse, 

which will be joined by a bridge from the new entrance at street level. The project 

will: 

● Continue conservation on the fabric of the building, create unique access to 

currently inaccessible parts of the castle interior, and provide sustainable 

visitor facilities for the Castle, along with improvements to the external 

environment. Five new gallery spaces will be developed. 

● Create and deliver interpretation for the Castle and Castle Gardens that is 

meaningful to local people and makes accessible the local and national 

heritage story. 

● Develop the gardens as an inclusive, vibrant community space through 

sustainable interpretation, lighting and landscaping, creating a daytime and 

night-time economic and cultural offer. 

● Build partnerships with local communities and education establishments. 

● Work with local communities to deliver an extensive activity and outreach 

programme that will diversify audiences, placing diversity of participation, 

inspiration, enjoyment, wellbeing, and inclusivity central to its ethos. 

● Provide an engaging and playful resource for local families where children can 

learn about their local history whilst enjoying one of Newark’s most central 

and attractive green spaces. 
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Why we need extra funding? 

The majority of the money for this project has been provided by the National Lottery 

Heritage Fund, Newark Towns Fund and Newark and Sherwood District Council, 

with a recent grant from the Doris Bainbridge Bequest courtesy of Newark Town 

Council, towards the restoration of the bandstand. 

 

Newark Castle will be elevated beyond the typical castle offer, with the highest 

quality tourism and educational experience. We want to deliver a scheme that local 

people can be proud of, and which helps our communities to understand the special 

place that Newark holds in England’s history. To achieve that, we are looking for 

additional funding to support the plans. 

 

The Castle Friends feel strongly that Newark’s families need free places to spend 

time outdoors, and Newark Castle is a great place to enjoy the green space whilst 

learning about our local history. 

 

  

What we would use the money for 

We are asking for £50,000. This will enable the Friends of Newark Castle and 

Gardens to purchase a playful and educational trail. Quotes have been received 

ranging from £48,000 to £60,000. The trail highlights key architectural features of 

Newark Castle in a fun and accessible way, helping people of all ages to imagine 

what the castle looked like 900 years ago. This includes: 

• An accurate replica of the 12th century chapel arch, which is in the Gilstrap 

and not easily accessed by the public 

• A replica of one of the gothic windows 

• A play feature inspired by the Debtors Dungeon, incorporating Templar graffiti 

• Stepping stones made from the reclaimed riverside pathway steps 

• Horse steps, to tell the story of knights and other people who lived in medieval 

Newark 
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This playful approach to historical storytelling is informed by a lengthy consultation 

process carried out between 2018 and 2023 by Newark and Sherwood District 

Council. They spoke with visitors, non-visitors and local groups, and observed how 

children play at Newark Castle. Families want play opportunities but not play 

equipment. We think this scheme provides those opportunities, whilst also educating 

and inspiring them to learn more. 

 

The business plan produced by NSDC states that around 29,000 visitors are 

expected to visit the exhibition called ‘The Castle Story’ in its first year. The gardens, 

which will remain free to enter, will encourage far higher numbers of visitors both 

from the local area and further afield. The gardens will be more colourful and 

attractive than previously, with more benches and places to relax and enjoy the 

surroundings. Visitor numbers are expected to reach around 135,000 per annum. 

 

 

How does our request satisfy the aims of The Gilstrap Charity? 

You are considering this application as trustees of The Gilstrap Charity. 

According to the Charity Commission, the main aim of this charity is ‘the 

advancement of public knowledge and understanding of features of historical interest 

in the area of benefit’ (which is Newark) 

 

a) This is a request for funding by a Newark group that will benefit Newark 

Castle so certainly covers the area of benefit. 

b) Newark Castle is also, without doubt, a feature of historical interest in the area 

of benefit. 

c) The money that we are requesting will be used to enhance the interpretation 

of Newark Castle’s history and help bring it to life for thousands of visitors. We 

believe this definitely satisfies the aim of advancing public knowledge and 

understanding of features of historical interest. 
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This huge and ambitious project is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to put Newark 

on the map. Friends of Newark Castle and Victorian Gardens are excited to be 

involved and want to make sure, as guardians of the castle for the future, that this 

project is the very best it can be. We are asking for £50,000 from The Gilstrap 

Charity, which we know is a lot of money, but it will provide long-term educational 

value to the site and benefit thousands of visitors to the castle in the coming years. 

 

We believe our application meets all the criteria for The Gilstrap Charity and your 

grant would make a significant investment in the educational offering at Newark 

Castle.   

 

 

 

Sharon Morley 

Chairman, Friends of Newark Castle and Victorian Gardens 

 

Agenda Page 27



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Report to: Meeting of the Trustees of the Gilstrap & WE Knight Charities,  
 9 March 2026  
 

Clerk to the Trustees: To be confirmed 
 

Lead Officer: Helen Brandham, Democratic Services Officer 
 

Report Summary 

Report Title Application for Grant Funding 

Purpose of Report 

For the Trustees to consider the following application made to 
the Gilstrap Charity for grant funding to support Maternal Minds 
CIC to deliver sessions to support mothers experiencing mild to 
moderate Perinatal challenges 

Recommendations 
That the Board of Trustees consider and determine the 
application received from Maternal Minds CIC. 

 

1.0 Background  
 
1.1 In 2017, the Trustee Board refreshed and approved a funding criteria for grant aid 

support from the Gilstrap Charity.  The Charity’s Scheme has been amended a 
number of times in recent years, firstly when Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) 
built a library in Newark (thereby obviating the need for the original use of the 
Gilstrap Building as a library) and secondly when the Gilstrap building had been 
leased to NCC for use as the Registrar’s office.  However, whilst the objectives have 
been reviewed over the years, the original concept has been reaffirmed with 
emphasis on education and promoting knowledge of the history of Newark. 

 
1.2 The current approved criteria is as follows: 
 

2.1.1 Preference will be given to funding applications which promote education 
and understanding of historic buildings within Newark and the history of 
Newark generally to reflect the original Trust purposes. 

2.1.2 Funding applications will be required to demonstrate a direct benefit to the 
community of Newark or a section/s of that community (eg projects involving 
local schools). 

2.1.3 Applicants will be required to provide full details of any match funding or 
third party funding. 

2.1.4 Applications should, where possible, demonstrate sustainable benefits.   
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1.3 It should be noted that the area of benefit for the Charity, whilst previously defined 
as the area of the former borough of Newark, was amended when the Scheme was 
last reviewed in 2013 to cover the parish of Newark.  

 
1.4 A copy of the background information that is included on the Charity’s website 

concerning how potential grant applications will be considered is attached to this 
report as Appendix A.  Applicants are requested to complete a pro-forma application 
form that gives full details of their project, its objectives, budget and other funding 
secured.  

 
2.0 Application Received 
 
2.1 An application has been received from Maternal Minds CIC.  Further information is 

detailed in the written application which is attached as Appendix B to this report. 
 
2.2 The application seeks a total of £4000 in grant funding to support the delivery of a six 

week Art Pyschotherapy Community Group for up to eight participants offering a 
therapeutic, creative space for mothers to explore and process challenges such as 
anxiety, depression, bonding difficulties and birth trauma. It is proposed that the 
sessions will be held within Newark with venues to be confirmed.  

 
3.0 Implications 

In writing this report and in putting forward recommendations, officers have 
considered the following implications: Data Protection; Digital & Cyber Security; 
Equality & Diversity; Financial; Human Resources; Human Rights; Legal; Safeguarding 
& Sustainability and where appropriate they have made reference to these 
implications and added suitable expert comment where appropriate.  
 
Financial Implications 
 
Currently, £475,808 is available to support future projects or grant applications 
subject to any other funding decisions made during the meeting. 
 
Legal Implications 
 
The Board is the appropriate body to consider the content of this report; it acts as 

Trustee to the Charity on behalf of the Council and its remit includes making 

operational decisions. It is for the Board to be satisfied that the application meets 

the criteria for award of funding and whether awarding the grant is in the best 

interests of the Charity considering its objectives (‘The object of the charity is the 

general benefit of the inhabitants of [Newark] in such charitable ways for the public 

benefit as the Trustee thinks fit’).  

The Board must act in the best interests of the Charity as distinct from the best 

interests of Newark & Sherwood District Council or any other body when making 

decisions.  
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Background Papers and Published Documents 
Except for previously published documents, which will be available elsewhere, the 
documents listed here will be available for inspection in accordance with Section 100D of 
the Local Government Act 1972.  
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APPENDIX A 

APPLICATION FOR GRANT AID SUPPORT - GILSTRAP CHARITY 
 
Background Information 
 
Newark & Sherwood District Council is the Sole Trustee of the Gilstrap Charity.  It has established a 
Trustee Board comprising 5 elected members of the Council, one of whom must be a local 
member for the area of benefit of the Charity, to manage the Charity on its behalf. 
 
The Charity has established a funding pot with the express purpose of inviting funding applications 
for projects, events and initiatives which reflect the Charity’s purposes and objectives. 
 
Any application for funding must demonstrate benefit to the inhabitants of Newark. 
 
The Trustees have indicated that they are more likely to view applications favourably where they 
meet some or all of the following criteria:- 
 
(i) Applications which will promote education and understanding of historic buildings and the 

history of Newark generally. 
(ii) Applications which can demonstrate a benefit to the community of Newark or a section or 

sections of that community. 
(iii) Applications where match funding has already been obtained or is likely to be committed. 
(iv) Applications which can demonstrate sustainable benefits. 
 
Applications for grant funding will be considered annually with a decision being made no later 
than the end of April in each year at a meeting of the Trustee Board.  Applications must be 
received no later than 31 January in the relevant year in order to go forward for consideration. 
 
Application Process 
 
Completed application forms should be returned to: 
 

The Clerk to the Gilstrap Charity 
Castle House 
Great North Road 
Newark 
Notts. NG24 1BY 

 
The application will be assessed annually in March at a meeting of the Trustee Board. 
 
You will be contacted if further information is needed, but are advised to include as much 
information as possible within the grant application. 
 
You will be advised of the outcome following the Panel meeting. 
 
Grants will not be awarded retrospectively. 
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APPENDIX A 

Conditions of Grant 
 
1. Approval must be sought for any changes to the submitted project outline. 
2. If any grant awarded is surplus to requirements this should be returned to the Charity. 
3. If funding is awarded the applicant will be required to provide progress reports to the 

Trustees and a post event/project evaluation report. 
4. The applicant will ensure that all necessary licences and consents are obtained. 
5. The grant must be spent within 12 months of being awarded. 
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7. Any publicity/marketing material associated with the grant funded event/initiative must 
acknowledge the Charity’s grant funding contribution and include the Charity’s logo and 
website address. 

 
 
 
Please return this form to: 
 

Clerk to the Gilstrap Charity 
Castle House 
Great North Road 
Newark 
Notts. NG24 1BY 
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Report to: Meeting of the Trustees of the Gilstrap & WE Knight Charities –  
 9 March 2026  
 

Clerk to the Trustees: To be confirmed 
 

Lead Officer: Helen Brandham, Democratic Services Officer 
 

Report Summary 

Report Title Application for Grant Funding 

Purpose of Report 
For the Trustees to consider the following application made to 
the Gilstrap Charity for grant funding to support the Gathering of 
the North Ltd event in Sherwood Forest 

Recommendations 
That the Board of Trustees consider and determine the 
application received from Gathering of the North Limited. 

 

1.0 Background  
 
1.1 In 2017, the Trustee Board refreshed and approved a funding criteria for grant aid 

support from the Gilstrap Charity.  The Charity’s Scheme has been amended a 
number of times in recent years, firstly when Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) 
built a library in Newark (thereby obviating the need for the original use of the 
Gilstrap Building as a library) and secondly when the Gilstrap building had been 
leased to NCC for use as the Registrar’s office.  However, whilst the objectives have 
been reviewed over the years, the original concept has been reaffirmed with 
emphasis on education and promoting knowledge of the history of Newark. 

 
1.2 The current approved criteria is as follows: 
 

2.1.1 Preference will be given to funding applications which promote education 
and understanding of historic buildings within Newark and the history of 
Newark generally to reflect the original Trust purposes. 

2.1.2 Funding applications will be required to demonstrate a direct benefit to the 
community of Newark or a section/s of that community (eg projects involving 
local schools). 

2.1.3 Applicants will be required to provide full details of any match funding or 
third party funding. 

2.1.4 Applications should, where possible, demonstrate sustainable benefits.   
 

 
1.3 It should be noted that the area of benefit for the Charity, whilst previously defined 

as the area of the former borough of Newark, was amended when the Scheme was 
last reviewed in 2013 to cover the parish of Newark.  
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1.4 A copy of the background information that is included on the Charity’s website 

concerning how potential grant applications will be considered is attached to this 
report as Appendix A.  Applicants are requested to complete a pro-forma application 
form that gives full details of their project, its objectives, budget and other funding 
secured.  

 
2.0 Application Received 
 
2.1 An application has been received from Gathering of the North Ltd.  Further 

information is detailed in the written application which is attached as Appendix B to 
this report. 

 
2.2 The application seeks a total of £9000 in grant funding to support a three day 

jousting event as part of a wider event to be held between the 23rd and 25th May 226 
at Sherwood Forest in Edwinstowe. The event is a heritage event showcasing 
medieval history through authentic re-enactments and immersive experiences. The 
event is also funded through sponsorship and pitch fees, contribution from the RSPB 
and from the events team. 

 
3.0 Implications 

In writing this report and in putting forward recommendations, officers have 
considered the following implications: Data Protection; Digital & Cyber Security; 
Equality & Diversity; Financial; Human Resources; Human Rights; Legal; Safeguarding 
& Sustainability and where appropriate they have made reference to these 
implications and added suitable expert comment where appropriate.  
 
Financial Implications 
 
Currently, £475,808 is available to support future projects or grant applications 
subject to any other funding decisions made during the meeting. 
 
Legal Implications 
 
The Board is the appropriate body to consider the content of this report; it acts as 

Trustee to the Charity on behalf of the Council and its remit includes making 

operational decisions. It is for the Board to be satisfied that the application meets 

the criteria for award of funding and whether awarding the grant is in the best 

interests of the Charity considering its objectives (‘The object of the charity is the 

general benefit of the inhabitants of [Newark] in such charitable ways for the public 

benefit as the Trustee thinks fit’).  

The Board must act in the best interests of the Charity as distinct from the best 

interests of Newark & Sherwood District Council or any other body when making 

decisions.  
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Background Papers and Published Documents 
Except for previously published documents, which will be available elsewhere, the 
documents listed here will be available for inspection in accordance with Section 100D of 
the Local Government Act 1972.  
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APPENDIX A 

APPLICATION FOR GRANT AID SUPPORT - GILSTRAP CHARITY 
 
Background Information 
 
Newark & Sherwood District Council is the Sole Trustee of the Gilstrap Charity.  It has established a 
Trustee Board comprising 5 elected members of the Council, one of whom must be a local 
member for the area of benefit of the Charity, to manage the Charity on its behalf. 
 
The Charity has established a funding pot with the express purpose of inviting funding applications 
for projects, events and initiatives which reflect the Charity’s purposes and objectives. 
 
Any application for funding must demonstrate benefit to the inhabitants of Newark. 
 
The Trustees have indicated that they are more likely to view applications favourably where they 
meet some or all of the following criteria:- 
 
(i) Applications which will promote education and understanding of historic buildings and the 

history of Newark generally. 
(ii) Applications which can demonstrate a benefit to the community of Newark or a section or 

sections of that community. 
(iii) Applications where match funding has already been obtained or is likely to be committed. 
(iv) Applications which can demonstrate sustainable benefits. 
 
Applications for grant funding will be considered annually with a decision being made no later 
than the end of April in each year at a meeting of the Trustee Board.  Applications must be 
received no later than 31 January in the relevant year in order to go forward for consideration. 
 
Application Process 
 
Completed application forms should be returned to: 
 

The Clerk to the Gilstrap Charity 
Castle House 
Great North Road 
Newark 
Notts. NG24 1BY 

 
The application will be assessed annually in March at a meeting of the Trustee Board. 
 
You will be contacted if further information is needed, but are advised to include as much 
information as possible within the grant application. 
 
You will be advised of the outcome following the Panel meeting. 
 
Grants will not be awarded retrospectively. 
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APPENDIX A 

Conditions of Grant 
 
1. Approval must be sought for any changes to the submitted project outline. 
2. If any grant awarded is surplus to requirements this should be returned to the Charity. 
3. If funding is awarded the applicant will be required to provide progress reports to the 

Trustees and a post event/project evaluation report. 
4. The applicant will ensure that all necessary licences and consents are obtained. 
5. The grant must be spent within 12 months of being awarded. 
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7. Any publicity/marketing material associated with the grant funded event/initiative must 
acknowledge the Charity’s grant funding contribution and include the Charity’s logo and 
website address. 

 
 
 
Please return this form to: 
 

Clerk to the Gilstrap Charity 
Castle House 
Great North Road 
Newark 
Notts. NG24 1BY 
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